When You Get a Job
What I want to talk to you about tonight is a lesson that has been on a thought on my heart for a long time and for whatever reason I just haven’t shared it. Maybe because it doesn’t always fit the audience. But tonight it fits the audience really, really well.

Let me make an analogy first and then I’ll make the point. 
Remember when you were in kindergarten and people talked to you about how bad drugs were and everybody in the school was all like: “Drugs are bad! Just say no! I’m never even going to even think about doing that.” And you all kind of hated drugs together?

I’m never going to have that problem. That’s never going to happen to me. 

Well, now you fast forward time a little bit and isn’t it weird how much things change? Now you’ve probably got some friends who are trying drugs or maybe they use them all the time. Those same friends who said, “This will never happen to me,” are the ones who it’s happening to. 
But again this is not a class about drugs or drinking.

I just want to use that analogy to make a point about our Christian walk.

Nobody ever starts out in their Christian walk thinking, “Hmmmm…you know now what? I want to figure out a way to stop going to worship. What are some things that I can do to wreck my spiritual life?  I need to get on that.”
Nobody does that. In fact we do opposite. When you come up out of that water you’re fired up and you’re like “Nothing’s going to stop me from going to church.” And so you’re there all the time. You’re pumped about it.

Now stay with me here. Let me take you through a process here that I think holds true.

Let’s call this guy in the analogy John. But really John is you and me. So here is John. He gets baptized, and he’s growing spiritually and he’s growing physically (kind of like Jesus growing in wisdom and in stature), and then something happens about the time John turns 16 years old.

What is it? John starts driving.
And he loves it. And it’s awesome. He’s got all of this freedom and life is good. He can eat at Taco Bell whenever he wants to. And then he can drive over to Waffle House and eat a waffle if he wants to and then he can go to Dairy Queen and get a blizzard for dessert.
Until suddenly, John very quickly realize that his car doesn’t run off of his excitement or plans. It runs off of gasoline. And gasoline costs money. And this car costs money. And taking girls out on dates cost money.

Which is totally great for John except for the fact that John doesn’t have any money.

And so what does John do? 
He starts applying for a job. And lo and behold, he get a call back for an interview. He’s pumped up. He nails the interview. And he gets a job offer. So now, John this faithful 16, 17, or 18 year old Christian is growing up, who got the job to make the money to put gas in the car to take girls out on dates, can function a little bit better.
But after a little while, something starts happening. 

A Wednesday goes by. And John, that leader in the youth group, that guy who was so fired up, wasn’t here. And another Wednesday passes and John the guy who never missed misses again. And then a Sunday, and another Wednesday and another Wednesday. 

And John seems a little bit distant. In fact, he’s starting to act different at school. You can tell he’s really struggling. You heard him cuss in the hallway last week, and he had signed up for the weekend of the youth retreat but for some reason he didn’t come. 
Why? Is it because John a bad kid? No. John’s a good kid. He’s got a great heart. He loves God. He’s a Christian. He’s given his life to God. He’s awesome.

But here’s the real question: what happened to John? How did John get to this point? What happened?
I don’t really blame John. He’s a good kid, but I think there’s something he should’ve done along the timeline that would’ve saved him from having to go down this path. And I truly, truly believe this. 

What if we put the brakes on and we thought through something? 

It all starts at that job interview.

There comes a point where you get to say when you’re available and when you’re not. Tell them you cannot do Sundays or Wednesdays. Draw the line. Tell them that your faith is important to you and that those times are times of worship. If they can’t deal with that, you don’t really want to work there anyway. 

-Turn to Matthew 6:33. 

Talk about the process of seeking. (What does it mean if you seek something?)

Talk about the priority of seeking. (First!)
-See Hebrews 10:24-25

Guys, one of the first and most important decisions you will ever make in this lifetime is going to be about your job. 
I have a feeling that if we fast forward to John at 28 years old, he won’t be going to church anymore. Why? Well, he’s already made the decision that work is going to come first. 
Guys, the church is important. Don’t ever forget that. Ephesians 5:25 Husbands love your wives just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her.

Listen I had a job, too. 

Nobody gets a job and decides to quit church on purpose. But so many times, so many times it happens.
And the longer you’re away the harder it is to get back.
When you get a job, let them know in the interview that you can’t work Sundays or Wednesday nights.

There comes a time where you can let them know when you are and are not available. 

If they won’t hire you, keep looking. God will open a door. I truly, truly believe that. 
-Close by getting three responses to what you heard tonight…
