What I Learned from Home Alone (Ya Filthy Animal)
Obviously, I’ve been thinking about Home Alone a lot this week. Here are some of the things I’ve been thinking about as it pertains to life.

1. Being alone isn’t as good as advertised.

-“I’m living alone! I’m living alone!”
-Song we sing: Recite lyrics to “Where No One Stands Alone.”
-Read Matthew 26:47-56
1. Being alone gets lonely.

2. Being alone gets scary.

We weren’t made to walk alone. A vacation is one thing, but loneliness is another.

2. Some people aren’t as scary as you think they are. 
-Old Man Myrtle from Home Alone.
It’s pretty cool how just underneath the surface, people are just that: people. The same as you and me. Their appearance might throw us a little off, they might walk around with a snow shovel, they might have a few tattoos, or piercings, they might speak a different language, or dress all in black, but more often than not, it seems that our quick judgments are wrong.

Think about this: nobody was too intimidating to Christ.

Read Mark 5:1-20. Here’s a dude with demons whose nickname is Legion (which was the name given to a Roman army consisting of 3,000 to 6,000 infantry troops and 100 to 200 cavalry troops. 

Jesus saw someone who was worthy of his time. Someone in pain (he lived in tombs, people tried to restrain him, nobody wanted to hang with him, he cried out in pain after cutting himself and bruising himself. But Jesus saw his pain. And Jesus saw him as someone that had a great purpose. He would become a great evangelist. 

-Who do you treat in a standoffish way?
3. Sometimes what you really want isn’t what you really want.

-Spice Girls anyone?

-“I don’t want a family, I don’t want any family. I don’t want to see you guys ever again.” 

“Say it again, maybe it will happen.”

-“I made my family disappear…I MADE MY FAMILY DISAPPEAR!” =)
-Read Romans 8:26-28.
Sometimes God doesn’t always answer my prayers in the way that I want. I’m thankful for that! Other times, that thing that I think I want, isn’t what I need at all. I’m thankful for the times that I’ve been spared those requests.
4. There’s nothing quite like having a family.

Sure, sometimes they’ll eat all your cheese pizza, and get on your nerves, and say things like, “Look what you did you little jerk,” but at the end of the day, they’re your family. And life’s too short to hold grudges, and life’s better lived when you’ve got a family that loves you back.

God’s family is the same way. Sometimes we get on each other’s nerves. Sometimes we fight with each other. But we’d better get over the drama. It doesn’t belong in the body of Christ. 

There are disease called autoimmune diseases. They take place when the body starts attacking itself. Think about how messed up that is. Instead of fighting the diseases outside the body, the body turns on itself and literally starts killing itself. 
In the same way, think about how messed up that is when we do that in the body of Christ. 
1 Cor.12:25-26

there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.
We’ve got an enemy that’s fighting against the body, and it makes no sense for the body (for Christians) to attack itself. 
